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Seminario “Medieval colours: between beauty and
meaning”. An interdisciplinary conference on the study of

colour in medieval manuscripts, 10 a 12 de Setembro

ollowing the Portuguese Science Foundation projects in the study of color in

Portuguese Medieval Manuscripts, the interdisciplinary team organized a

conference in Lisbon on September 10-11 of this year, " Medieval colours:
between beauty and meaning. An interdisciplinary conference on the study of colour in
medieval manuscripts". For the first time it was possible to bring together the most
eminent researchers in this discipline between the chemists, the art historians and
conservation and restoration scientists. The invited speakers, Michel Pastoureau, Mark
Clarke, Claude Coupry, Doris Oltrogge and Yarza Luaces put into context the state of
art and methods in this field.
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The opening discussions raised all the questions we are confronted with when studying
the subject of color in medieval manuscripts. The facts presented by researchers of
different  geographic origins and institutions (universities, museums, chemistry

laboratories) enabled a fruitful discussion of the different methods of research. It was
concluded that there is knowledge to start the construction of an international database
that would have as main objective the mapping of pigments. This achievement would
constitute a  very important step towards the understanding of the identity of

pigments, which have been used in the manuscripts and their circulation.

According to all participants, this meeting was rewarding and the first of its kind, in
which all the researchers had the opportunity to discuss all the projects in progress.
We have stated the difficulties and the problems around this kind of approach, but it

is important to mention that the Portuguese team (from the Department of Art History
from FCSH and Department of Conservation and Restoration from FCT of New
University of Lisbon) was the only interdisciplinary group working since 2006 in this
field. All the results of this conference will be published throughout next year in a

publication of the Department of Art History from the FCSH / UNL.

between
beauty

and

meaning

medieval

An interdisciplinary conferefice—

on the study of cofour

in medieval manuseripts

10/11 September 2009

Lisbon / Monte da Caparica

INVITED SPEAKERS Michel Pastoureau,
Mark Clarke, Claude Coupry,
Joagquin Yarza Luaces and Doris Oltrogge

speAkErs llya Dines, Marie Aschehoug-Claugeausy
Sylvie Neven, Marina Bicchieri, Anja Grebe, Xenia
Muratova, Ines Villela-Petit, Maurizio Aceto,

Timea Tallian, Marina Van Bos, Marcello Picollo, S
MNancy Turner, Arie Wallert, Horacio Peixeiro,

Luis Afonso and Stefanos Kroustallis

FROM THE PORTUGUESE MEDIEVAL COLOURS PROJECT -
Maria Joio Melo, Ana Lemos, Ana Claro, Catarina —

Miguel, Anténio Gongalves, lodo Lopes and Register and further information at
Adelaide Miranda weww.der.fet.unl pt
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